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1 . GOVERNMENT lANUARY 23 ANNOUNCED CHANGE IN LEADERSHIP 
OF DEVOLUTION POLICY UNIT WHICH REPORTS TO LEADER OF 
HOUSE OF COMMONS EDWARD SHORT AND HAS BEEN UNDER DIRECT- 
ION OE GERALD FOWLER, MINISTER IN PRIVY COUNCIL OFFICE. 

LORD CROWTHER-HUNT. MINISTER, EDUCATION AND SCIENCE, HAS 
BREN NAMED TO REPLACED FOWLER. CROWTHER-HUNT IS NOTED 
CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY AND WELL VERSED IN PROBLEMS OF 
DEVOLUTION, HAVING SERVED AS MEMBER OF KILBRANDON COMMIS- 
SION WHICH FIRST STUDIED ISSUE. 

2. COMMENT: REPLACEMENT OE EOWLER APPEARS TO FORESHADOW 
CHANGES IN GOVERNMENT'S DEVOLUTION POLICY AND STRATEGY 
WHICH ENCOUNTERED HEAVY GOING IN RECENT COMMONS DEBATE 
(REETEL). ALTHOUGH IT IS TOO EARLY TO FORECAST JUST WHAT 
CHANGES WILL EVENTUATE, CROWTHER-HUNT IS KNOWN TO FAVOR 
DEVOLUTION. CHANGE, HOWEVER, HAS DRAWN SOME CRITICISM 
FROM LABOR BACKBENCHES ON GROUNDS THAT LEADER OF DEVOLU- 
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GOVERNMENT POLICY IN COMMONS. WE ARE INCLINED TO THINK 
GOVERNMENT WILL TILT TOWARD EURTHER CONCESSIONS TO MAXI- 
MAL DEVOLUTIONIST POSITION FOR SCOTLAND AND MAY INTRODUCE 
SEPARATE LEGISLATION FOR SCOTLAND AND WALES. LATTER 
STRATEGY WOULD ALMOST CERTAINLY STRENGTHEN GOVERNMENT'S 
POSITION IN COMMONS, AS MANY WELSH AND SOME ENGLISH MPS 
ON BOTH SIDES OF HOUSE ARE PREPARED TO CONCEDE DEVOLVED 
POWERS TO SCOTLAND, BUT HAVE SERIOUS RESERVATIONS ABOUT 
WALES. 
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